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The Beginning of Modern Israel 
The Reform Line of the Millerites (The 3 Angels) 

 
 
 

Darkness: 
The Dark Ages 

• Dan 7:25 

• Dan 12:7 

• Rev 12:6, 14 

1260 year Captivity 
“Today the church of God is free to carry forward to completion the divine plan for the salvation of a 

lost race. For many centuries God's people suffered a restriction of their liberties. The preaching of the 
gospel in its purity was prohibited, and the severest of penalties were visited upon those who dared disobey 
the mandates of men. As a consequence, the Lord's great moral vineyard was almost wholly unoccupied. The 
people were deprived of the light of God's word. The darkness of error and superstition threatened to blot 
out a knowledge of true religion. God's church on earth was as verily in captivity during this long period of 
relentless persecution as were the children of Israel held captive in Babylon during the period of the exile.” 
{PK 714.1} 
 
 
 

Mystery of Iniquity: 
The Apostasy that allows the Papacy to arise 

• 2 Thes 2:7 

“The apostle Paul, in his second letter to the Thessalonians, foretold the great apostasy which would 
result in the establishment of the papal power. He declared that the day of Christ should not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God. And furthermore, the apostle warns his brethren that the mystery of 
iniquity doth already work. 2 Thess 2:3, 4, 7. Even at that early date he saw, creeping into the church, errors 
that would prepare the way for the development of the papacy. 

“Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and then more openly as it increased in strength and 
gained control of the minds of men, "the mystery of iniquity" carried forward its deceptive and blasphemous 
work. Almost imperceptibly the customs of heathenism found their way into the Christian church. The spirit 
of compromise and conformity was restrained for a time by the fierce persecutions which the church 
endured under paganism. But as persecution ceased, and Christianity entered the courts and palaces of 
kings, she laid aside the humble simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the pomp and pride of pagan priests 
and rulers; and in place of the requirements of God, she substituted human theories and traditions. The 
nominal conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the fourth century, caused great rejoicing; and the 
world, cloaked with a form of righteousness, walked into the church. Now the work of corruption rapidly 
progressed. Paganism, while appearing to be vanquished, became the conqueror. Her spirit controlled the 
church. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and superstitions were incorporated into the faith and worship of the 
professed followers of Christ.” {GC 49.1-2} 
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(1A) - Time of the End: 1798 
 
A Great religious awakening under the proclamation of Christ's soon coming is foretold in the 

prophecy of the first angel's message of Revelation 14. An angel is seen flying "in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people." "With a loud voice" he proclaims the message: "Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the 
hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains 
of waters." Verses 6, 7. 

The fact that an angel is said to be the herald of this warning is significant. By the purity, the glory, 
and the power of the heavenly messenger, divine wisdom has been pleased to represent the exalted 
character of the work to be accomplished by the message and the power and glory that were to attend it. 
And the angel's flight "in the midst of heaven," the "loud voice" with which the warning is uttered, and its 
promulgation to all "that dwell on the earth,"--"to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,"--give 
evidence of the rapidity and world-wide extent of the movement. 

The message itself sheds light as to the time when this movement is to take place. It is declared to be 
a part of the "everlasting gospel;" and it announces the opening of the judgment. The message of salvation 
has been preached in all ages; but this message is a part of the gospel which could be proclaimed only in the 
last days, for only then would it be true that the hour of judgment had come. The prophecies present a 
succession of events leading down to the opening of the judgment. This is especially true of the book of 
Daniel. But that part of his prophecy which related to the last days, Daniel was bidden to close up and seal 
"to the time of the end." Not till we reach this time could a message concerning the judgment be proclaimed, 
based on the fulfillment of these prophecies. But at the time of the end, says the prophet, "many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." Daniel 12:4. 

The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of Christ in his day. "That day shall not 
come," he says, "except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed." 2 Thessalonians 
2:3. Not till after the great apostasy, and the long period of the reign of the "man of sin," can we look for the 
advent of our Lord. The "man of sin," which is also styled "the mystery of iniquity," "the son of perdition," 
and "that wicked," represents the papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to maintain its supremacy for 
1260 years. This period ended in 1798. The coming of Christ could not take place before that time. Paul 
covers with his caution the whole of the Christian dispensation down to the year 1798. It is this side of that 
time that the message of Christ's second coming is to be proclaimed. 

No such message has ever been given in past ages. Paul, as we have seen, did not preach it; he 
pointed his brethren into the then far-distant future for the coming of the Lord. The Reformers did not 
proclaim it. Martin Luther placed the judgment about three hundred years in the future from his day. But 
since 1798 the book of Daniel has been unsealed, knowledge of the prophecies has increased, and many 
have proclaimed the solemn message of the judgment near. {GC 355.1 to 356.2} 

 
“The periods here mentioned—‘forty and two months,’ and ‘a thousand two hundred and threescore 

days’--are the same, alike representing the time in which the church of Christ was to suffer oppression from 
Rome. The 1260 years of papal supremacy began in A.D. 538, and would therefore terminate in 1798. At that 
time a French army entered Rome and made the pope a prisoner, and he died in exile. Though a new pope 
was soon afterward elected, the papal hierarchy has never since been able to wield the power which it 
before possessed.” {GC 266.3} 
 
First Angel Arrives 

• Dan 11:40a 
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 “It was the Lion of the tribe of Judah who unsealed the book and gave to John the revelation of what 
should be in these last days. 

“Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony which was sealed until the time of the end, when the 
first angel's message should be proclaimed to our world. These matters are of infinite importance in these 
last days; but while ‘many shall be purified, and made white, and tried,’ ‘the wicked shall do wickedly: and 
none of the wicked shall understand.’…” {TM 115.2-3} 
 
 

Increase of Knowledge: 
The Hour of His Judgment has come 

• Dan 12:4 

“No such message has ever been given in past ages. Paul, as we have seen, did not preach it; he 
pointed his brethren into the then far-distant future for the coming of the Lord. The Reformers did not 
proclaim it. Martin Luther placed the judgment about three hundred years in the future from his day. But 
since 1798 the book of Daniel has been unsealed, knowledge of the prophecies has increased, and many 
have proclaimed the solemn message of the judgment near.” {GC 356.2} 

 
“With intense interest he studied the book of Daniel and the Revelation, employing the same 

principles of interpretation as in the other scriptures, and found, to his great joy, that the prophetic symbols 
could be understood. He saw that the prophecies, so far as they had been fulfilled, had been fulfilled literally; 
that all the various figures, metaphors, parables, similitudes, etc., were either explained in their immediate 
connection, or the terms in which they were expressed were defined in other scriptures; and when thus 
explained were to be literally understood. ‘Thus I was satisfied,’ he says, ‘that the Bible was a system of 
revealed truth so clearly and simply given that the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err therein.’ Link 
after link of the chain of truth rewarded his efforts, as step by step he traced down the great lines of 
prophecy. Angels of Heaven were guiding his mind and opening the Scriptures to his understanding.” {GC88 
320.2} 

 
“God sent His angel to move upon the heart of a farmer who had not believed the Bible, to lead him 

to search the prophecies. Angels of God repeatedly visited that chosen one, to guide his mind and open to 
his understanding prophecies which had ever been dark to God's people. The commencement of the chain of 
truth was given to him, and he was led on to search for link after link, until he looked with wonder and 
admiration upon the Word of God. He saw there a perfect chain of truth. That Word which he had regarded 
as uninspired now opened before his vision in its beauty and glory. He saw that one portion of Scripture 
explains another, and when one passage was closed to his understanding, he found in another part of the 
Word that which explained it. He regarded the sacred Word of God with joy and with the deepest respect 
and awe. 

“As he followed down the prophecies, he saw that the inhabitants of the earth were living in the 
closing scenes of this world's history, yet they knew it not. He looked at the churches and saw that they were 
corrupt; they had taken their affections from Jesus and placed them on the world; they were seeking for 
worldly honor, instead of that honor which cometh from above; grasping for worldly riches, instead of laying 
up their treasure in heaven. He could see hypocrisy, darkness, and death everywhere. His spirit was stirred 
within him. God called him to leave his farm, as He called Elisha to leave his oxen and the field of his labor to 
follow Elijah. With trembling, William Miller began to unfold to the people the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God, carrying his hearers down through the prophecies to the second advent of Christ. With every effort he 
gained strength. As John the Baptist heralded the first advent of Jesus and prepared the way for His coming, 
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so William Miller and those who joined with him proclaimed the second advent of the Son of God.” {EW 
229.1-2} 

 

Formalization of the Message: 
Miller receives his credentials 1833-1834 

 
“In 1833 Miller received a license to preach, from the Baptist Church, of which he was a member. A 

large number of the ministers of his denomination also approved his work, and it was with their formal 
sanction that he continued his labours… 

“In 1833, two years after Miller began to present in public the evidences of Christ's soon coming, the 
last of the signs appeared which were promised by the Saviour as tokens of His second advent. Said Jesus: 
‘The stars shall fall from heaven.’ Mat 24:29. And John in the Revelation declared, as he beheld in vision the 
scenes that should herald the day of God: ‘The stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth 
her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.’ Rev 6:13. This prophecy received a striking and 
impressive fulfillment in the great meteoric shower of November 13, 1833. That was the most extensive and 
wonderful display of falling stars which has ever been recorded; ‘the whole firmament, over all the United 
States, being then, for hours, in fiery commotion! No celestial phenomenon has ever occurred in this 
country, since its first settlement, which was viewed with such intense admiration by one class in the 
community, or with so much dread and alarm by another.’” {GC 332.1 to 333.1} 
 

(1E) - First Angel Empowered: 
Demise of Ottoman Empire, 

Radical Islam restrained - August 11, 1840 
 

“In the year 1840 another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread interest. Two years 
before, Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the second advent, published an exposition of 
Revelation 9, predicting the fall of the Ottoman Empire. According to his calculations, this power was to be 
overthrown ‘in A.D. 1840, sometime in the month of August;’ and only a few days previous to its 
accomplishment he wrote: ‘Allowing the first period, 150 years, to have been exactly fulfilled before 
Deacozes ascended the throne by permission of the Turks, and that the 391 years, fifteen days, commenced 
at the close of the first period, it will end on the 11th of August, 1840, when the Ottoman power in 
Constantinople may be expected to be broken. And this, I believe, will be found to be the case.’… 

“At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of the allied 
powers of Europe, and thus placed herself under the control of Christian nations. The event exactly fulfilled 
the prediction. When it became known, multitudes were convinced of the correctness of the principles of 
prophetic interpretation adopted by Miller and his associates, and a wonderful impetus was given to the 
advent movement. Men of learning and position united with Miller, both in preaching and in publishing his 
views, and from 1840 to 1844 the work rapidly extended. {GC 334.4 to 335.1} 
 
Worldwide Message 

• Rev 10:5, 6 

“The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His right 
foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is acting in the closing scenes of the 
great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and authority over the whole earth. 
The controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, and will continue to do so, to 
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the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the powers of darkness shall reach their height.” {1MR 
99.2} 
 

“The message of Rev 14, proclaiming that the hour of God's judgment is come, is given in the time of 
the end; and the angel of Rev 10 is represented as having one foot on the sea and one foot on the land, 
showing that the message will be carried to distant lands, the ocean will be crossed, and the islands of the 
sea will hear the proclamation of the last message of warning to our world.” {2SM 107.3} 
 

“The advent movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first 
angel's message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some countries there was the 
greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century; but these are to be exceeded by the mighty movement under the last warning of the third angel.” 
{GC 611.1} 
 
Testing Begins 

• Rev 10:8-10 

“…The comprehension of truth, the glad reception of the message is represented in the eating of 
the little book. The truth in regard to the time of the advent of our Lord was a precious message to our 
souls.” {1MR 100.1} 
 

“I was shown the interest which all heaven had taken in the work going on upon the earth. Jesus 
commissioned a mighty angel to descend and warn the inhabitants of the earth to prepare for His second 
appearing. As the angel left the presence of Jesus in heaven, an exceedingly bright and glorious light went 
before him. I was told that his mission was to lighten the earth with his glory and warn man of the coming 
wrath of God. Multitudes received the light. Some of these seemed to be very solemn, while others were 
joyful and enraptured. All who received the light turned their faces toward heaven and glorified God. Though 
it was shed upon all, some merely came under its influence, but did not heartily receive it. Many were filled 
with great wrath. Ministers and people united with the vile and stoutly resisted the light shed by the mighty 
angel. But all who received it withdrew from the world and were closely united with one another.” {EW 
245.2} 
 
 

Foundations are Laid: 
1843 Chart - May 1842 

 
“I saw a company who stood well guarded and firm, giving no countenance to those who would 

unsettle the established faith of the body. God looked upon them with approbation. I was shown three 
steps-- the first, second, and third angels' messages. Said my accompanying angel, ‘Woe to him who shall 
move a block or stir a pin of these messages. The true understanding of these messages is of vital 
importance. The destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in which they are received.’… God had led them 
along step by step, until He had placed them upon a solid, immovable platform. I saw individuals approach 
the platform and examine the foundation. Some with rejoicing immediately stepped upon it. Others 
commenced to find fault with the foundation. They wished improvements made, and then the platform 
would be more perfect, and the people much happier. Some stepped off the platform to examine it and 
declared it to be laid wrong… {EW 258.3} 
Joseph Bates (1847) 

“In May, 1842, a general conference was again convened in Boston, Mass. At the opening of this 
meeting Br. Chs. Fitch and A. Hale of Haverhill, presented us the Visions of Daniel and John which they had 
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painted on cloth, with the prophetic numbers and ending of the vision, which they called a chart…” {1847 JB, 
BP2 52.3} Joseph Bates, Second Advent Way Marks and High Heaps 
 

“As early as 1842 the direction given in this prophecy to write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it, had suggested to Charles Fitch the preparation of a prophetic chart to 
illustrate the visions of Daniel and the Revelation. The publication of this chart was regarded as a fulfillment 
of the command given by Habakkuk. No one, however, then noticed that an apparent delay in the 
accomplishment of the vision--a tarrying time--is presented in the same prophecy. After the disappointment, 
this scripture appeared very significant: "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. . . . The just shall live by 
his faith.’” 

“A portion of Ezekiel's prophecy also was a source of strength and comfort to believers:… Ezekiel 
12:21-25, 27, 28 (quoted).” {GC 392.2-3} 
 

“The Lord showed me that the 1843 chart was directed by his hand, and that no part of it should be 
altered; that the figures were as he wanted them. That his hand was over and hid a mistake in some of the 
figures, so that none could see it, until his hand was removed. {RH, Nov 1, 1850 par. 10} 
 

“The warning has come: Nothing is to be allowed to come in that will disturb the foundation of the 
faith upon which we have been building ever since the message came in 1842, 1843, and 1844. I was in this 
message, and ever since I have been standing before the world, true to the light that God has given us. We 
do not propose to take our feet off the platform on which they were placed as day by day we sought the 
Lord with earnest prayer, seeking for light. Do you think that I could give up the light that God has given me? 
It is to be as the Rock of Ages. It has been guiding me ever since it was given. Brethren and sisters, God lives 
and reigns and works today. His hand is on the wheel, and in His providence He is turning the wheel in 
accordance with His own will. Let not men fasten themselves to documents, saying what they will do and 
what they will not do. Let them fasten themselves to the Lord God of heaven. Then the light of heaven will 
shine into the soul-temple, and we shall see the salvation of God.” {GCB, April 6, 1903 par. 35} 
 
 

Activity of the Enemies: 
Protestants close their doors - June 1842 

 
“In June, 1842, Mr. Miller gave his second course of lectures in Portland. I felt it a great privilege to 

attend these lectures, for I had fallen under discouragements and did not feel prepared to meet my Saviour. 
This second course created much more excitement in the city than the first. With few exceptions the 
different denominations closed the doors of their churches against Mr. Miller. Many discourses from the 
various pulpits sought to expose the alleged fanatical errors of the lecturer; but crowds of anxious listeners 
attended his meetings, while many were unable to enter the house.” {1T 21.1} 
 

“Satan and his angels were busily engaged in seeking to attract the minds of as many as possible from 
the light [of the 1AM – see above]. The company who rejected it were left in darkness. I saw the angel of God 
watching with the deepest interest His professed people, to record the character which they developed as 
the message of heavenly origin was presented to them. And as very many who professed love for Jesus 
turned from the heavenly message with scorn, derision, and hatred, an angel with a parchment in his hand 
made the shameful record. All heaven was filled with indignation that Jesus should be thus slighted by His 
professed followers.” {EW 246.1} 
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(2A) – 2nd Angel’s Message Arrives: 
First disappointment: April 19, 1844 

Tarrying Time: 
The Millerites Tarry 

• Mat 25:5 

“The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the Adventist people. 
In Matthew 24, in answer to the question of His disciples concerning the sign of His coming and of the end of 
the world, Christ had pointed out some of the most important events in the history of the world and of the 
church from His first to His second advent; namely, the destruction of Jerusalem, the great tribulation of the 
church under the pagan and papal persecutions, the darkening of the sun and moon, and the falling of the 
stars. After this He spoke of His coming in His kingdom, and related the parable describing the two classes of 
servants who look for His appearing. Chapter 25 opens with the words: ‘Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins.’ Here is brought to view the church living in the last days, the same that is pointed 
out in the close of chapter 24. In this parable their experience is illustrated by the incidents of an Eastern 
marriage.” {GC 393.2} 
 

“I saw the disappointment of the trusting ones, as they did not see their Lord at the expected time. It 
had been God's purpose to conceal the future and to bring His people to a point of decision. Without the 
preaching of definite time for the coming of Christ, the work designed of God would not have been 
accomplished… It was necessary that the people be brought to seek earnestly for a present preparation. 

“As the time passed, those who had not fully received the light *see above+ of the *1st] angel united 
with those who had despised the message, and they turned upon the disappointed ones with ridicule… The 
passing of the definite time had tested and proved them, and very many were weighed in the balance and 
found wanting. They loudly claimed to be Christians, yet in almost every particular failed to follow Christ. 
Satan… had them in his snare. He had led the majority to leave the straight path, and they were attempting 
to climb up to heaven some other way. Angels saw the pure and holy mixed up with sinners in Zion and with 
world-loving hypocrites. They had watched over the true disciples of Jesus; but the corrupt were affecting 
the holy. Those whose hearts burned with an intense desire to see Jesus were forbidden by their professed 
brethren to speak of His coming… 

“Another mighty angel was commissioned to descend to earth. Jesus placed in his hand a writing, and 
as he came to the earth, he cried, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen.’ Then I saw the disappointed ones again raise 
their eyes to heaven, looking with faith and hope for their Lord's appearing. But many seemed to remain in a 
stupid state, as if asleep; yet I could see the trace of deep sorrow upon their countenances. The disappointed 
ones saw from the Scriptures that they were in the tarrying time, and that they must patiently wait the 
fulfillment of the vision. The same evidence which led them to look for their Lord in 1843, led them to expect 
Him in 1844. Yet I saw that the majority did not possess that energy which marked their faith in 1843. Their 
disappointment had dampened their faith. 

“As the people of God united in the cry of the second angel, the heavenly host marked with the 
deepest interest the effect of the message. They saw many who bore the name of Christians turn with scorn 
and derision upon those who had been disappointed. As the words fell from mocking lips, "You have not 
gone up yet!" an angel wrote them. Said the angel, "They mock God." I was pointed back to a similar sin 
committed in ancient times. Elijah had been translated to heaven, and his mantle had fallen upon Elisha. 
Then wicked youth, who had learned from their parents to despise the man of God, followed Elisha, and 
mockingly cried, "Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head." In thus insulting His servant, they insulted 
God and met their punishment then and there. In like manner, those who have scoffed and mocked at the 
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idea of the saints' going up, will be visited with the wrath of God, and will be made to feel that it is not a light 
thing to trifle with their Maker.” {EW 246.2 to 247.2} 
 
 

(2E) - Second Angel Empowered: 
Midnight Cry: Exeter Camp Meeting - August 15, 1844; 

 
Midnight Cry; Exeter Camp meeting 

• Mat 25:6 

“Jesus commissioned other angels to fly quickly to revive and strengthen the drooping faith of His 
people and prepare them to understand the message of the second angel and the important move which 
was soon to be made in heaven. I saw these angels receive great power and light from Jesus and fly quickly 
to earth to fulfill their commission to aid the second angel in his work. A great light shone upon the people of 
God as the angels cried, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him." Then I saw these 
disappointed ones rise and in harmony with the second angel proclaim, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go 
ye out to meet Him." The light from the angels penetrated the darkness everywhere…” {EW 248.1} 
 

“Near the close of the second angel's message, I saw a great light from heaven shining upon the 
people of God. The rays of this light seemed bright as the sun. And I heard the voices of angels crying, 
‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!’ 

“This was the midnight cry, which was to give power to the second angel's message. Angels were sent 
from heaven to arouse the discouraged saints and prepare them for the great work before them. The most 
talented men were not the first to receive this message. Angels were sent to the humble, devoted ones, and 
constrained them to raise the cry, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!’ Those entrusted 
with the cry made haste, and in the power of the Holy Spirit sounded the message, and aroused their 
discouraged brethren. This work did not stand in the wisdom and learning of men, but in the power of God, 
and His saints who heard the cry could not resist it. The most spiritual received this message first, and those 
who had formerly led in the work were the last to receive and help swell the cry, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet Him!’” {EW 238.1-2} 
 

“The message, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!’ was not so much a matter of argument, though the 
Scripture proof was clear and conclusive. There went with it an impelling power that moved the soul. There 
was no doubt, no questioning. Upon the occasion of Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the people who 
were assembled from all parts of the land to keep the feast, flocked to the Mount of Olives, and as they 
joined the throng that were escorting Jesus, they caught the inspiration of the hour and helped to swell the 
shout, ‘Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord!’ *Matthew 21:9.] In like manner did unbelievers 
who flocked to the Adventist meetings—some from curiosity, some merely to ridicule—feel the convincing 
power attending the message, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!’” {GC88 402.1} 
 
 

(3A) – 3rd Angel Arrives: 
Judgment begins - Day of Atonement in MHP 

• Dan 8:14 

“I was pointed back to the proclamation of the first advent of Christ. John was sent in the spirit and 
power of Elijah to prepare the way of Jesus. Those who rejected the testimony of John were not benefited 
by the teachings of Jesus. Their opposition to the message that foretold His coming placed them where they 
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could not readily receive the strongest evidence that He was the Messiah. Satan led on those who rejected 
the message of John to go still farther, to reject and crucify Christ. In doing this they placed themselves 
where they could not receive the blessing on the day of Pentecost, which would have taught them the way 
into the heavenly sanctuary… the Holy Spirit which descended on the day of Pentecost carried the minds of 
the disciples from the earthly sanctuary to the heavenly… But the Jews were left in total darkness. They lost 
all the light… upon the plan of salvation… The heavenly sanctuary had taken the place of the earthly, yet they 
had no knowledge of the change. Therefore they could not be benefited by the mediation of Christ in the 
holy place. 

“Many look with horror at the course of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying Christ; and as they read 
the history of His shameful abuse, they think they love Him, and would not have denied Him as did Peter, or 
crucified Him as did the Jews. But God who reads the hearts of all, has brought to the test that love for Jesus 
which they professed to feel. All heaven watched with the deepest interest the reception of the first angel's 
message. But many who professed to love Jesus, and who shed tears as they read the story of the cross, 
derided the good news of His coming. Instead of receiving the message with gladness, they declared it to be 
a delusion. They hated those who loved His appearing and shut them out of the churches. Those who 
rejected the first message could not be benefited by the second; neither were they benefited by the 
midnight cry, which was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by faith into the most holy place of the 
heavenly sanctuary. And by rejecting the two former messages, they have so darkened their 
understanding that they can see no light in the third angel's message, which shows the way into the most 
holy place. I saw that as the Jews crucified Jesus, so the nominal churches had crucified these messages, and 
therefore they have no knowledge of the way into the most holy, and they cannot be benefited by the 
intercession of Jesus there… {EW 259.1 to 260.1} 
 

“As the ministration of Jesus closed in the holy place, and He passed into the holiest, and stood 
before the ark containing the law of God, He sent another mighty angel with a third message to the world. A 
parchment was placed in the angel's hand, and as he descended to the earth in power and majesty, he 
proclaimed a fearful warning, with the most terrible threatening ever borne to man. This message was 
designed to put the children of God upon their guard, by showing them the hour of temptation and anguish 
that was before them. Said the angel, ‘They will be brought into close combat with the beast and his image. 
Their only hope of eternal life is to remain steadfast. Although their lives are at stake, they must hold fast the 
truth.’ The third angel closes his message thus: ‘Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.’ As he repeated these words, he pointed to the heavenly 
sanctuary. The minds of all who embrace this message are directed to the most holy place, where Jesus 
stands before the ark, making His final intercession for all those for whom mercy still lingers and for those 
who have ignorantly broken the law of God. This atonement is made for the righteous dead as well as for the 
righteous living...” {EW 254.1} 
 
 

Disappointment: 
Jesus does not come as expected 

 
“Like the first disciples, William Miller and his associates did not, themselves, fully comprehend the 

import of the message which they bore. Errors that had been long established in the church prevented them 
from arriving at a correct interpretation of an important point in the prophecy. Therefore, though they 
proclaimed the message which God had committed to them to be given to the world, yet through a 
misapprehension of its meaning they suffered disappointment.” {GC 351.2} 
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Number 7: 
The Sabbath is brought back 

• Rev 14:6, 7 

“In the autumn of 1846 we began to observe the Bible Sabbath, and to teach and defend it. My 
attention was first called to the Sabbath while I was on a visit to New Bedford, Massachusetts, earlier in the 
same year. I there became acquainted with Elder Joseph Bates, who had early embraced the advent faith, 
and was an active laborer in the cause. Elder B. was keeping the Sabbath, and urged its importance. I did not 
feel its importance, and thought that Elder B. erred in dwelling upon the fourth commandment more than 
upon the other nine. But the Lord gave me a view of the heavenly sanctuary. The temple of God was opened 
in heaven, and I was shown the ark of God covered with the mercy seat. Two angels stood, one at each end 
of the ark, with their wings spread over the mercy seat, and their faces turned toward it. My accompanying 
angel informed me that these represented all the heavenly host looking with reverential awe toward the 
holy law which had been written by the finger of God. Jesus raised the cover of the ark, and I beheld the 
tables of stone on which the Ten Commandments were written. I was amazed as I saw the fourth 
commandment in the very center of the ten precepts, with a soft halo of light encircling it. Said the angel: ‘It 
is the only one of the ten which defines the living God who created the heavens and the earth and all things 
that are therein. When the foundations of the earth were laid, then was laid the foundation of the Sabbath 
also.’” {1T 75.4} 
 
Enter into Covenant: - married in Summer, Sabbath in Autumn 
On Sunday, August 30, 1846, James Springer White and Ellen Gould Harmon stood before Charles Harding, 
justice of the peace, in Portland, Maine, and were married. The marriage certificate, preserved through the 
years, is just a small slip of paper carrying a brief form and the signature of the one who officiated. Of their 
experience James White later wrote: {WV 37.8} 
 

(4A) - Third Angel joined by the Fourth Angel 
 

“I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven, descending to the earth, and again ascending to heaven, 
preparing for the fulfillment of some important event. Then I saw another mighty angel commissioned to 
descend to the earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and give power and force to his message. 
Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as he descended, the earth was lightened with his 
glory. The light which attended this angel penetrated everywhere, as he cried mightily, with a strong voice, 
‘Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.’ The message of the fall of Babylon, as given by the second 
angel, is repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the churches 
since 1844. The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third 
angel's message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus prepared to stand in the hour of 
temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them, and they united to 
fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message.” ,EW 277.1- 
 
Combining the Messages 

“The Lord is about to punish the world for its iniquity. He is about to punish religious bodies for their 
rejection of the light and truth which has been given them. The great message, combining the first, second, 
and third angel's messages, is to be given to the world. This is to be the burden of our work. Those who 
truly believe in Christ will openly conform to the law of Jehovah. The Sabbath is the sign between God and 
His people, and we are to make visible our conformity to the law of God by observing the Sabbath. It is to be 
the mark of distinction between God's chosen people and the world…” {KC 105.3} 


